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R3 311

Harare from Maputa from Lilongwe from Harare from Maputo from Lilongwe from Harare from Maputa from Lilangwe from
R4 137 R4 791 R5712 R6074 R6728 R7649 R5564 R6218 R713
Malawi from Entehbe from Londan from Malawi from Entebbe from Londan from Malawi from Entebbe fram Londan fram
R6 202 R7440 R10930 R8139  R9377 R11273 R7629  R8 867 R11 817
ALL-INCLUSIVE ONE-WAY SPECIAL FARES BETWEEN JOHANNESBURG AND:  Munich from Perth from Munich from Perth fram Windhoek from Munich from Perth from Windhoek from

East Londan from  Durhan from  Port Elizaheth from  Cape Town from Rs 8]3 R15 350 RB 300 RIB 647 R5 254 Rg 700 RIB 447 R4 738
R795  R704 R795 R943

Voted Best Airline in Africa for 14 consecutive years. Go to fiysaa.com, call +27 11 978 1111 SOUTH AFRICAN AIRWAYS

Best Staff Service — Africa for the 4th time. or contact your local travel agent to book. AR ALLIANGE MEMBER %f

y Tawn: Sales and travel period until 31 January 2017. Fares must be sold at least itted anytime at a chargs of R342 per change #. Cancsllation: Anytime the airfare and carrier
imposed fee is non-refundable*. **INTERNATIONAL ROUTE i il 31 January 2017. it ir i i i carrier imposed fee is non-refundable*. London: Sales period until 31 January 2017. Travel period
until 30 November 2017 and between 24 December 20} 21 June 2017. Changes pemitted anytir of R1 700 per change 2. i ime the ai ier imposed foe s refundable®. period until 31 January 2017, Changes permitted anytir charge of R1 700 per Cancsllati yti
the alrfare and carrier Impased fee Is non-refundable. : Sales perlod untll 31 January 2017. Travel periad untll 03 December 2016 February 2017 2017. nytime at a charge of R1 500 per llatle 50%. Ater Al
1o availabilit fo currency’ ons. SA Ai i at anytime isconti ial fares and conditi i prior notice. # Subject ilability. *Any unused regulated i ice fee of ic i R250 on intemational tickets for new

Call Centre. for Voyager Gold, Platinum and Lifetime Platinum members.
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SWEET RIDE: Transport fer”Cu'cing Phung with some water bulfalo and x-US Army Jeeps, thousands of which were leftbehind when the Amercans pulled out n 1973 GEOFF HILL

On the slow
road to

SAIGON

Geoff Hill joins a driving tour
of Vietnam in a vintage US Army Jeep

ON'T even think

drove to Ho Chi Minh City.
Now, youd think driving a former US

these are highly prized war trophies and cult
vehicles.
‘The company behind the jaunt is Classic
Car Journeys, run by Englishman Steve
MeCullgh, whoback i 2006 ad t ll the
top job as MD of a car-leasing firm,
o Porach and e ks syl Bt
he didn' have a life, partcularly ywhen it
came fo his twinTowds of vl and chssic

— which is why he jacked it all in after

nds on a driving tour of

southem India in Hindustani Ambassadors,

indian equivalent of 1950s Mortis
Oxfords.

Hes sill doing that, as well s tours

ind southen India and the il
and in 2012 he added the Vietnam tous
Toaking histhe nly company i do slfdeve
tours in that countzy.

v my st e U iemam, and o
medite mpressions 1 we drove tough

Hanoito meet Stees fxt Cu'0mg Phung
(the man who sorted out the Top. o

The Vietnamese say that
since they won the war, US

Jeeps are highly prized war
trophies and cult vehicles

with transpotforthel 2008 faun through
the country) were that the city ha
hambolic postcolonial charm and that the
eople mansge o lok sltneously
serious and optimistic. T
presumabl; was becasse ofyears o coflc
and theler because mc> hoped all that
was behing

e LSl beind thockandsof eeps
swhen their troops pulled out i 107:
although o ane could ue them unil perl

became freely available in the late Sos, the
canny Vietnamese e the away, and
they are now worth up to £15.000 (about
Ra50 000) each. And since the route we were
following was the Ho Chi Minh Trail it
seemed appropriate to call at the museum
celebrating the route that kept the North
Vietnamese Army supplied for almost a

cade.
‘The US Air Force bombed the trail 70 000
times, but sill the Vietnamese kept coming,
food,gunsand ammunion acres
rivers and swaying rope
iy, horse and clephants, Compared to
that,all we had to worry about were the
charming idiosyncrasies of 1960 Jeeps. The
steering was vague, the gearbox needed a
gentle hand, and the brakes needed a fim
foot. In short, it was the perfect vehicle for

il drough the counyie e
admi

There were 40 of us i 20 Jeeps but

drove at ther own pace usin
teve's rallystyle roadbooks, rather than in
convoy: His trips ae really group trips for
ple eho don't ke group tips, and you
could see why 85% of his customers come
more. They love the flawless

i tention to detal the

adventures without the hassle, Steve's erudite
efings, the ireless work of

Cutong and his mechanics, and the perpetual
presence of road manager Thuan Le Minh,
who i like a hilrious combination of Jeeves,
John Inman and the Duracell bunny. We
would stop in the middle of the jungle, and
five seconds later he would be at our side
with a tray of cold drinks.

W it up the mountan s o the
dlouds, past termaced ric felds and through
hanmleis of wooden st houses, from beneath
which hordes of chidren would rush to wave
cry: “Helo, hello” as we drove past,

chao!” we cried back, using up most of

our Vietnamese in one fell swoop. From time

o tme, women would cmerge rom the
ring black pyjamas

and conical St .
‘The next momning we stopped at Dong Loc

where, in 1068, 10 young girls keeping the
trail clear were killed during a bombing raid
Sumoundd by fkds sl crateredtoday by
that mbardment, exh of thelr simle

te graves bears e ot raph,
expresing that amilar ationalJook of

“The end of the day could not have been
more different to the rage and thunder of
that time; being paddled through Phong

ha, one of the world' largest caves. In the
vast, sepulchral and beautifully It space, the
only sounds were the suck and gloop of
boatgirls single oar and the plink of drips
falling into the dark water from the stalactites

igh al

A then, anher eminder ofthe o

the Son National Cemetery in which
10000 of those Kiled on the Ho Chi inh
“Tral e beneath row upon row of white
marble headstones, every single one
decorated with a spray of flowers. As |
emerged, a group of ancient Vietnamese war
veterans arrived, their chests bright with

olive green T-shirt with Old Navy on the
front istaing him for a formeradversary,
me over, bowed and shook his hand.
It was a humbling cxampm of forgiveness.
nearby, in which hung
lived night and day sheltering rom the
pounding of American bombs, could not
have been more different from our hotel in
the old imperial capital of Hue. Buil in 1001,

Offensive, and after that served as a

The only sounds were the
gloop of the boatgirl’s oar

and the plink of drips
falling into the dark water

2a-night backpackers’ hostel before being

peie toits former loy
tty much what is happening to

the s of the i, partclry the Ctadel

the vast palace complex of Emperor Gia Long

s, when the French stormed.
it,bumed the imperial library and looted

of value down to the gold
toothpicks.

North Vietnamese stormed the
ity in the Tet Offensive, the US retaliated by
blasting the Citadel with and napalm,

leaing nly 20 o5 148 bulons bulings
sanding I will b aonsing
restored, athou

throne i the ronwood and goldef et
sanctum, gaze at the gilt and rubble I
=, e anagine ha once wa,

“The streets of Hoil An, our next stop, once
echoed with the cries of merchants from a

es, v
“Thu Bon river from the sea to trade in silk,
porcelain, ea, sugar, molasses, elephant
, beeswa, mother of pearl and lacquer.

“The river has been silted up for over a
century and a half, and the sirels ring
instead with cries of: “Si,si, lovely silk shirt

= N
QUICK STICKS: Roadside workers stack bamboo, a popular building material in Vietnam

for you by this aftemoont!” For this is the.
home of an estimated 500 tailors who, for
£10, will rustle you up a handmade shirt in a
‘couple of hours, or, for £60, a suit overnight.

Even better, the town survived the war
unscathed, and as you wander through its
narrow streets past lovely old ochre houses
and shops unchanged for centuries, you
expect to round a comer at any minute an
‘come face to face with a Japanese merchant
on his way 10 seal a lucrative lacquer deal.
Instead,of course. you mest smeone taking
a selfi with an iPhon

“And 303 arewel i our Jeeps, and helo
to the skyscrapers and designer shops of Ho

every day for what they sarcstialy caled
e Five o'clock Follies — the absurdly
misic U5 bneﬁnss about how well the
war was
Tnstead. he truth bout how badly it was
ging s 0 be found i the W Remnants
‘Museum, where I accidentally w
ackvards around the hals, undon\x decades.
of death and suffering as I w

NICK KIRKBRIDE

We emerged blinking into the light, glad to,
be alive, and as we the aircraft steps
for the flight home, took a last look at
long road north and wished we were back on
itin our Jeeps, driving down a tral whit

een a symbol of war but over the
past two weeks had become a beacon of life
and hope. — © The Sunday Telegraph

#ushudgo

“The company al
India in cl

~the ackbone of Indias tax fleet
= eru, the Himalayas
and Euro

Geoff Hill's other
unforgettable
road trips

W TO KASHMIR AND EACK

Rosd Tip i road co.ulk)
ers sl s i e e

Unforgettabi. Price: £2 577 pei
person. excluding fights.

8 PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY,
LA TG VANCK
e oet tarar PCH option is the

Lo h Gegon, ‘i 2 the
Taw essentiale or rura e an
urmet cooking: doubles from $235
or car enthus
ciassicearhiroworid.comis 2 good
e oo CranE
wide.

B THEROCKIES IN A

literig gackers and pine-cad valeys
toBantt

in two former Canadian Pacific
Ravey hoteb dong e ey Farmiont
Chateau Lake Louis
(firmont.com/lake-louise), with the
mountains behind and the lake In front,
has a superb location and doubles from
‘CAS339. The Fairmont Banff Springs.
Hotel (fairmont.com, springs)

s been known as “The Castle in the
Rockles™ since it was built 125 years
280 doubles from CA$399.

the Parkway in style in 2
chauffeur-driven 1952 Bentley Mark VI
atfecionatel cald Corthy. booke
tivoh Hghan
(highiandu

' ROUTE 66
1f you haven't done America's Route 66,
do: 90% of it is il there, complete
with 19505 motels. diners, gas stations
and hokey attractions, Scenic Car Tours
sceniccartours.com) offc y
self-drive tours from £2 649 including
flights. or more for a range of American
classics. — © The Sunday Telegrap!

Your

BEACHCOMBER

lauritius

Holiday

Rates are per person sharing and include:
 Return airfare on SAA ex JNB @ Approximate airport taxes @ Return transfers.
® Breakfast & dinner daily ® Kids Club daily for 3-12 years @ Free land & motorised water

sports per brochure
Canonnier ¢

w“R18 600

Mauricia “##¢
wR18 725

Victoria 7757
wr=R21 480

Upgrade to all-inclusive from RS60 per adult per night

20% saving on land package

-+ olUs

FEATGCHTOIR]

Island Holidays for

Call your Asata Travel Agent or Beachcomber on 0800 500 800 « gen@ o

=1 child US shares & eats free at Canonnier & Mauricia;
2 children UG shar
Ask us how kids UI2 fy free

& eat free at Victoria

on spa treatments

© 5% saving for Repeat Guests

more than 60 years

BEACHCOMBER TOURS




